“Lael Rides Alaska” Women's Scholarship application

Lael Wilcox has been traveling by bike for ten years and has ridden over 100,000 miles in more than 25 countries. In 2015, she entered the ultra-endurance bikepacking race scene setting the women's record on the Tour Divide. In 2016, she won the overall title for the Trans Am Bike Race. When Lael is not racing or touring, she rides everywhere she goes. In 2017, partnering with Cait Rodriguez, Lael led a middle school girls' cycling mentorship program called Anchorage GRIT (Girls Riding Into Tomorrow) and hosted the “Lael's Globe of Adventure” Baja Divide Women's Scholarship. She is passionate about getting more people on bikes in any capacity. 

In the summer of 2017, Lael Wilcox rode all of the major roads in Alaska, totaling 4,500 miles on mixed pavement and gravel. This scholarship is intended to enable another woman to design and ride her own 1,000 mile Alaskan adventure in the summer of 2018. This scholarship is open to a woman of any age with any level of bicycle touring experience. We are looking for positive energy and a strong desire to experience the remote roads of Alaska and have some fun.

The recipient of the scholarship will receive a Specialized Diverge bicycle, Revelate Designs bikepacking bags, Big Agnes camping equipment, Patagonia apparel, GU nutrition, a copy of The Milepost and a community funded $1,000 travel stipend. She will be expected to share stories, impressions and images through Instagram during her ride and blog posts for Revelate Designs, Specialized and Big Agnes after the ride has concluded.

Prepare a digital application based upon the questions on the following page and send to Lael Wilcox at lael.wilcox@gmail.com no later than March 17, 2018. Provide your responses as the text of an email. The recipient of the scholarship will be announced March 26, 2018.

The scholarship selection team includes Lael Wilcox, Cait Rodriguez from Anchorage GRIT, Rita Jett from Specialized, and Holly Hill from Revelate Designs. 

Name: 

Age:

Hometown:

Email:

Website, Instagram, blog:

Why are you interested in this scholarship?

Design a 1,000 mile route in Alaska and share this route with us. Include an entrance and exit strategy. Expect the ride to take around three weeks sometime between May and September 2018. You can use Google maps, Komoot, Strava; you can draw a map; you can write out directions. You can include flights, ferries and trains. 

Flights: Alaska Airlines flies to several towns with significant roads in remote Alaska including Fairbanks, Kodiak, Cordova, Nome, Ketchikan, Juneau and Prudhoe Bay
Ferries: The Alaska Marine Highway System: http://www.dot.state.ak.us/amhs/
Trains: Alaska Railroad: www.alaskatrain.com 
The Milepost was Lael's main guide for planning her rides in Alaska last summer. It is an excellent resource.
Write out a budget of what this trip would cost for transportation. A $1000 community funded travel stipend will be awarded to the recipient of the scholarship. If your budget exceeds this amount and makes the trip inaccessible to you, tell us why. We want to help you make this trip happen.

When do you plan to ride in Alaska? How long will the trip take?

Do you plan to ride with someone or solo?

Write us a story. Tell us about yourself, including school, work and life experiences that you think relate to this application:

Why travel by bike?

What excites you the most about riding in Alaska?

What methods of expression will allow you to share your experiences in Alaska?

What else do we need to know or would you like to share?

Please attach a digital photo that you would be willing to share if selected for this scholarship.

Lael's favorite Alaskan Roads include:

The Dalton Highway north of Coldfoot

The three roads leading out of Nome

The Taylor Highway to Eagle

The Willow Fishook Road over Hatcher Pass

The Denali Park Road

The Denali Highway

She still dreams of riding the roads on Kodiak Island and Prince of Wales Island.

